WE THOUGHT YOU MIGHT WANT TO KNOW


As a visitor to New Life Christian Center, you might be interested in who we are and how we conduct our services.  New Life Christian Center is what is often referred to as a “Charismatic” or “interdenominational” church.  Now while we shy away from labels and “boxes” we do want to answer your questions.  The term “Charismatic” refers to our belief that Jesus Christ is the same today as He always has been and that by the Holy Spirit, He is still moving in the earth to save people from their sins, to offer healing to people, and to manifest Himself through the gifts of the Spirit.  The term “interdenominational” means that we are comprised of people from a wide variety of backgrounds.  In our congregation are people from dozens of different religious backgrounds as well as those who previously had no religious training or affiliation at all.  We are not an “exclusive” group who thinks we are the only true Christians, but we gladly acknowledge as fellow members of the Body of Christ all people who confess Jesus as their Lord.  Whatever your background, we want you to feel comfortable worshipping with us.  We share the following information in the event that some aspects of our expression in worship are new to you.

FREE EXPRESSION DURING WORSHIP

We believe, as the Bible teaches, that all things are to be done decently and in order (1 Cor. 14:40), but we also believe that the Scriptures encourage God’s people to worship Him with great joy and fervor.  As a result, we endeavor not to be overly formal or ritualistic.  Instead, we consider our services to be a time of celebration and rejoicing.

THE RAISING OF HANDS

The Apostle Paul admonished believers by saying, “I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting” (1 Tim.. 2:8).  Psalm 134:2 says, “Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the Lord.”  We lift our hands in worship as an outward expression in that we are also lifting our hearts and lives to the Lord.

THE LAYING ON OF HANDS
Speaking of believers, Jesus said that they would lay hands on the sick and the sick would recover (Mark 16:18).  The Bible also admonishes Christians to “...pray one for another, that ye may be healed...” (James 5:16).  According to the Bible, when Jesus and others ministered healing to people, it was often done through the laying on of hands.  Also, when people were sent out into ministry, hands were laid upon them to formally separate them unto the work to which God had called them (Acts 13:2-3).  There are a number of situations in which we practice the laying on of hands at New Life Christian Center.  We may ask members of  the congregation to lay hands on those who request prayer.  At other times the pastoral staff may (or designate others to) lay hands on those who have come to the front of the sanctuary to receive ministry.  This is something that is done in practical ministry and apart from the ceremony of ministry separation.  We will always endeavor to maintain that “not a hint of immorality” exist here.  We do everything in our power to follow the Bible’s examples in the area of “laying on hands.”

MANIFESTATIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
In chapters 12 and 14 of First Corinthians, the Apostle Paul discusses the different ways the Holy Spirit moves in the Church and in the lives of believers.  The pastoral staff always works to listen and be sensitive to the Spirit of God when He might choose to manifest Himself in any of these ways.  For instance, God may give a “word of knowledge” regarding those in the congregation with a particular problem whom God is desiring to minister to.  Or there may be a prophecy - “an inspired utterance” - which edifies, exhorts, and comforts God’s people.

The Bible also speaks of different kinds of tongues.  In the Book of Acts, when believers were filled with the Holy Spirit, they spoke in other tongues (Acts 2:4).  There is one type of tongues that has a devotional purpose, which Paul referred to when he said, “What is it then?  I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also:  I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also” (1 Cor. 14:15).  Tongues, while controversial, is for the church today.  Paul said, “...and do not forbid to speak in tongues.”  (1 Cor. 14:39)
AN ENDING THOUGHT

FROM PASTOR GLEN

While I would like to take the time to explain in detail the distinctives of our church, this will give you a thumb-nail sketch of our particular expressions in worship.  Should you desire a more complete understanding of any of these expressions or manifestations, teaching materials are available.


